
No

Place into L1

Place into L2

 No Place into L3

Place into L4

Yes Place into L5

Take three courses, designated 
L1, L2, and L3.

Take three courses, designated  
L2, L3, and L4, or take a  
different language through L3. 

Take two courses, designated 
L3 and L4, or take a different 
language through L3.

Take one course, designated 
L4, or take a different  
language through L3.

Take one course, designated 
L5, or take a different  
language through L2.

Did you take the AP test 
in a world language *? Did you get a 

score of 5 in a 
World Language *
AP test? 

Take a placement 
test at Yale or, for 
languages in which 
no placement test 
is offered, consult 
the appropriate 
director of under-
graduate studies.

MOST COMMON PATHS TOWARD FULFILLMENT OF THE LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT

Yes

* Chinese, German, Italian, French, Japanese, Latin and Spanish

NOTES:
• Students whose secondary school transcript shows that the language of instruction was other than English may fulfill the language requirement by successfully completing 

ENGL 114, 115, 120, 421, or 450. Alternatively, students in this category may fulfill the requirement by successfully completing coursework in a different language 
through L2.

• Transfer and Eli Whitney students should consult with the director of the transfer program or the Eli Whitney Students Program to ascertain their status regarding the 
language requirement.




