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Poetry Reader for Russian 
Learners 

Also Available

Through the poetry of nineteenth- and twentieth-century Russian authors, 
including Pushkin and Akhmatova, Poetry Reader for Russian Learners helps 
upper-beginner, intermediate, and advanced Russian students refine their 
language skills. Poems are coded by level of difficulty. The text facilitates students’ 
interaction with authentic texts, assisted by a complete set of learning tools, 
including biographical sketches of each poet, stress marks, annotations, exercises, 
questions for discussion, and a glossary. 

The twelve poets included are Alexander Pushkin, Mikhail Lermontov, Evgeny 
Baratynsky, Fyodor Tyutchev, Afanasy Fet, Innokenty Annensky, Alexander Blok, 
Marina Tsvetaeva, Anna Akhmatova, Nikolai Gumilev, Vladimir Mayakovsky and 
Sergey Yesenin. 

An ancillary Web site will contain audio files for all poems.
See an excerpt of the book at yalebooks.com.

Julia Titus is senior lector in the 
Department of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures at Yale University. She is 
the editor of the annotated reader 
The Meek One: A Fantastic Story, by 
Fyodor Dostoevsky.
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Praise for Poetry Reader for Russian Learners

The Meek One:  
A Fantastic Story 
An Annotated Russian Reader 
Fyodor Dostoevsky
Edited by Julia Titus;  
Illustrations by Kristen Robinson
The companion Web site with audio is at 
yalebooks.com/Meek. 
2012   176 pp.   6 b/w illus. Paper   
ISBN 978-0-300-16232-5  $22.00 

Available at Yalebooks.com, bookstores,   
online booksellers, or by calling Triliteral 
Customer Service at 1-800-405-1619. 
The ebook will be available from Amazon, 
Kno, Chegg, AcademicPub, VitalSource and 
Brytewave.

“As a Russian language and literature teacher, I find Poetry Reader for Russian Learners a 
most useful resource to have in the language classroom, giving the students authentic 
Russian texts to experience early on in their study of the language.  These are some 
of the best-known poems in Russian, fully annotated with impressive introductions 
and accompanying exercises testing both grammar and content.  Moreover, they are 
fully digitized with an accompanying soundtrack to facilitate the student’s learning 
experience outside of class. To my knowledge there are no such readers available on 
the market today, and this book will certainly be helpful for teachers in introducing 
their students to Russian poetry. “

—Michael Pesenson, University of Texas, Austin

Edited by Julia Titus; Illustrations by Mario 
Moore and Wayde McIntosh

“Julia Titus’s collection of Russian 
poetry’s greatest hits in the original, 
thoughtfully and carefully supple-
mented with glossaries, useful exer-
cises on Russian grammar, discussion 
topics and the poets’ short biogra-
phies, offers students of Russian at dif-
ferent levels of language competency 
a wonderful opportunity to better un-
derstand and more fully appreciate the 
subtleties and continuities of Russian 
poetry, inevitably lost in translation.”

—Nadya L. Peterson, Hunter College 
and CUNY Graduate Center

“As a scholar and teacher of Russian 
poetry, I believe Poetry Reader for Russian 
Learners has great utility and can be 
an excellent resource in a number of 
different courses on Russian and Soviet 
literature and culture. It will fill the lacuna 
that emerged when some excellent old 
anthologies went out of print. This new 
book will also have a valuable advantage 
over the classic anthologies from the 
past given the online version of the text, 
complete with a soundtrack.”

—Lina Steiner, University of Chicago
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The Meek One : 
A Fantastic Story
An Annotated Russian Reader
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This fully annotated paperback learner’s edition of Dostoevsky’s 
short story The Meek One is intended for intermediate and 
advanced Russian students. In addition to the Russian text, the 
book includes an introduction discussing the story’s historical 
context, literary significance, and critical response; an extensive 
glossary and a learner’s dictionary; discussion questions; and 
vocabulary quizzes, exercises, and self-tests. 

Visit the robust companion Web site with audio of the complete 
text to help students fully absorb vocabulary, grammar, and 
pronunciation.

The companion Web site with audio is at yalebooks.com/Meek. 

Julia Titus is senior lector in the 
Department of Slavic Languages 
and Literatures at Yale University. 
She is the editor of Poetry Reader for 
Russian Learners.
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“The Meek One: A Fantastic Story is an eminently user-friendly book, 
which will help readers gain a greater appreciation of Russian literature, 
the beauty of the Russian language, and the joy of learning in general.” 
—Mary Helen Kashuba, SSJ, Chestnut Hill College, The NECTFL Review

Fyodor Dostoevsky
Edited by Julia Titus, Yale University; Illustrations by 
Kristen Robinson


